




XBYINS. MCGUIRE
~DrUe TONa; Box 143

1512Spruce StnJet
PbiJaddpbia, PA 19102

May 1.1993

~QucDo

FodInI Coanunications Commisaion
1919 M Street
Wul:aiqton. DC 2OSS4

Re: Oilldren's Television Act

Dear Mr. QoeDo

RECEIVED
MAY 7 1::' oJ;'

'"''

FCC MAIL ROOM

I am writiDI you to uk that the FCC enforce the provilioD8 of the Children's Telcvilion
Act with the utmost vigor.

ToImIion is a public trust, and I feel that brotldcuters are not living up to their
I'eIpOIUIibiJit to provide quality propmming for cbildren. Televilion PfOII'lUDI which
arc elIIa1tiaJly collllDC1'cials for toys are not educational by any atrdd1 of the
_..,ation. "The Jet8ODl1l have educational value? I think not. Consider 1101 Joell

, a
baJf hour oommercial diagui80d as eotertaimnmt. with a bit of rilbt-win. military
III'OPI'pnda as a bonus. This sort of banal and seJf-terVing propanuning makes money
for IIdvertilCn and broadcasters at the coat of children's minds. It is not in the public
intenlt

........... Worldll
, currently on The Leamina Channel is an cx.ccJlcot example ofwbat

briaut, eatertaining and educational prGII'8IIIIIIin can be produocd for cbiJdRlo. I
would Jib to IClC the FCC "'Quire broadcuten (aod, frankly, cable operators) to produce
quality propamming for children as a condition ofbein. able to continue to operate.

I would appreciate bearin. what actiODl the FCC is takina to ensure the production and
hr~of quality children's programming. 'Thank you for your consideration of this
~tislue.

"regards.

J!---~.
Kevin S. McGuire

P.S. Bwn though it haa DO dilcemabJe educational value, I do think that the new Batman
ear100n is pretty entertaining_
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RECEIVED

May 2, 1993

stephen Smith
308 Meredi~h Square
Columbia, South Carolina 29223

James Quello, Chair
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

MAY.'
{ ," ~

l:i, ,./

I write to urqe you to strenqthen the requlations on the Children's
Television Act.

As a parent, I have watched the quality of children's television
programming consistently decline over the past decade. The quality
shows -either animated or non-animated - seem to only appear on
PBS, Disneychannel, Arts and Entertainment, or some other cable
network. Even the marginally good reruns are on Nickelodeon!

Those who don't have access to, or cannot pay for cable have been
increasingly left with more and more commercials for dolls,
weapons, and games, and less and less wholesome and intelligent
programming.

Even thouqh I must say that due to the dearth of qood shows, my
preschooler is readinq more, we both would like some variety in our
media experiences. It is a shame that I cannot be sure from one
show to the next what the content and subsequent message will be.
Being unsure, I resort to "controlled programming", i. e. videotapes
-rented and bought. Since millions of other parents are behaving
in the same way, the networks are losing money while more
"wholesome" networks like Disney and the Family Channel are gaining
more ground and making more money.

Thouqh I am marqinally able to afford cable, a VCR, and the
requisite videotapes, many if not most people cannot.
Therefore, the ones who can least afford these items are the ones
constantly bombarded, not with educational proqrams with .essaqes
of industry and hope, but with messaqes of qreed, consumption, and
selfish .ati.faction. There is no wonder we have as much trouble
in our urban areas as we do!

I therefore strongly request and urge you as a fellow citizen to
take stock of the current practices, look at television one
Saturday morning (if you can stand it), and put yourself in the
youngsters' shoes. It is not hard to see that if the nation shows
how it cares for you by feeding you inept, ineffectual, and
damaging "food", you will surely grow up into an inept,
ineffectual, and damaged individual.

strenqthen the toothless Children's Television Act by requirinq a
formal licensinq process, fewer commercial minutes, and strict and
clear educational proqramminq every day.

~Y2S6nse

Stephen P. Smith

and cooperation.
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